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Extracts from the Ordinances of Eltham, copied in the 1660s from the 1526 original 
(The National Archives: E 36/231) 

Simple Transcript 

[Note that the images of the original document correspond with the transcript, but are only part 
of the whole Ordinances of Eltham, which is 13 pages long.] 

No one living at court is allowed to bring with him more servants than a person of his rank is 
allowed to keep there, … 

The boys who work in the kitchen shall not go naked or in such scruffy clothes as they do now. 
Nor should they sleep at night in the kitchen or by the fireside. … 

No one is allowed to have greyhounds or other dogs at court, except for a few small spaniels for 
ladies. … 

The first dinner begins at 10 o'clock and the supper at 4 on workdays. … 

To keep the king's bedroom pure and clean and to stop people disturbing the king, no one is 
allowed to enter it except the Marquis of Exeter, who is a relative of the king and was brought 
up with him from a child, six waiters, two ushers, four grooms, the barber and a page; in all 15 
people. … 

No unruly playing of dice or cards in the king's chamber during his absence, … 
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